
Open questions for discussion 

• If  there is no distinction into good/bad questions, how can we integrate findings 

from contextualised teacher question research into teachers´ disciplinary 

professional development? 

• What are suitable ways of  observing teacher questions in the classroom?

• What purposes do teachers have when asking questions?
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10 hours of  video data of  whole-classroom 
dialogues 

One teacher and two classes of  lower elementary 
students  

in out-of  school IBSE-learning spaces

Data collection
 

• Constraining: undefined content, mainly “what-

questions”, students describe, potential of  

responses is overlooked

• Supporting: what-why-and how-questions,  

accessible language, students´ describe, explain, 

propose

Preliminary findings 

• They are a key element in dialogic teaching and require reflective practice. 

• We still know little about how teacher questions can be orchestrated along 

content, student responses and context to forward students´ learning (Carlsen, 

1991; Chin, 2006). 

Why exploring Teacher Questioning Practices in 
Lower Elementary Classrooms?

 

Multi-step analysis of  video-captured whole-classroom dialogues

1. Selection of episodes with teacher questions 
followed by (Haug, 2014)

1) prolonged scientific talk, shared by teacher and 
students, 

2) off-topic or no student response, 

3) student responses but no prolonged talk 

2. Transcription of
selected episodes

3. fine-grained analysis of teacher-
questions linked to 

1) Biological content

2) Student responses

3) Interactional and Thematic Context
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Related literature

How do teacher questions, pattern 

of  interaction, content, and 

student responses interact to 

support or constrain lower elementary 

students’ reasoning about bugs and 

insects? 

Research Question  

 

Table 1 Transcript of episode where teacher questions are linked to content, 

interaction processes and context in a way they support student reasoning
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